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NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (51 2015/234)
NOTICE NOTES

1. O=te of announcement D{ - C.“r!—-!‘-- Q(_\ {a) (o]} Imset date of placing of Te nalce
o which st be nal ko Ban 1 doy belore

. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability e daten ic] below

Retum (AGAR]} needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by

Smatier Authorities’ Audit Appolntments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been

publizhed with this notice. Az it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,

it is subject to change as a reault af that review:

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the

accounting records Tor e financial year o which the audit relxtes and sl

books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating

fo those mcords must be made available for inspection by any

interested. Forthe year endod 31 March 2024, these documents will be avallable

on reasanable notics by application to: e o

) addreszt=leshone FRATIEEET ermal
5 + address. wx sppopnate, of the Gadc ar
. r'h—lk:—ufhr peRon o whech afy person may

| apply to imspedt the accounts

SNy on {I-} _Wednesday 3 June 2024 - (e) Iruert date, whech must be st leasl 1
day ASef e dale of senouncement in (1)
mbove smd exacty 30 worony daye

beiore T date epponied in [d) below
= gnding on {d) __ Tuesday 14 July 2026 |
[d] The rmpection penod belween (c]
3. Lecal governmant electors and their representatives slso have; end [} st be 33 wordong dips

nclusive and sl mclude the Bt 10

[t I
« The opperiunity to questien the appointed auditor about 1he Bocounting o8 o o iy

records, and

=  Tha right to make 20 abjechion which concems a mater in respect of which
e appoited audior could ether make 3 public inferest mpor oF apply o
the cowt for & declaration thal an item of accound is unlawiul. VWeiten notice
of an obyection musl firsl be grven 1o the audilor and & copy sent 1o the
smalier suthority

The appointed audilor can be contscted ot the addreas in paragraph 4 balow for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounta and Awdit Regulations 2015 and the NAC's Coda of Audit Practice
2024, The appointed suditor is;

PHEF Littlejahin LLP (Ref: S5BA Team)

=0 Churchil PMace

London E14 SRE

1’. B » : | I 1 - J

{e] Inuert namo &nd potitan of pesadn
placing tue fotics = Bes peison muss ba

il ¢l g v esponibie fmssosl afeer b Ge
= amnlles sushority

8. This announcement is made by (e




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relovant smaller authorities, including local
councils, intemal drainage boards and "other” smaller authorites.

The basic position

The Local Audd and Accourtability Act 2014 (tha Act) gowerns the work of audiors apponted to smallar
authortes. Thummmympramsrmpmmmmmzﬁmdﬂﬂmmmm
and the Accourts mod Auds Reguintons 2015 siso cover tha duties, respansbifitses and rights of smaller

authorities, other organisatans and te publ-c concerming the accounis being audiled

As o bcal elecior, of an miereslod person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
racords of smaller authaorities. As an nterastad parson you can inspect accounting records and retaled
documants. If you are a local govemment elector for the area to which the acoounts relate you can also
a5k questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. Howwer, ony resufting cosis incumed by the smalker autharity form part of #s running costs,
Thefefors, indirectly, local residonts pay for the cost of you exercising your rghts through their councll
fax

The right to inspect the accounting records

Ary interestod person can inspact the acoountng reconds, wheth inchudes but is ol fmited 19 kocal
olociors. You can nspect the accounting records for the financial year 10 whuch tho oudd relates and all
books, deeds, contracls, biflx, vouchers, receipls and other documanis ralatng io those records. You
can cogy all, or part, of these records or documents, Your (Nspechon must ba about the accounds, ar
relate 1o an item i the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documants unretated to the
accounts, or that nclude personal information (Section 26 (8) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant

| information) You cannol inspect Information which ia prolecied by commercial
confidentiality. Tres = information which would prejudice commercaal confidentaliy f # was released to
the public and there (5 not. sot aganst this, a very strong reasan in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed

Wheon smaller suthonties have finished preparing accounts for the fnancial year and approved them,
they must publsh them (ncluding on & wabse) There must be 8 30 workng day period. called the
'period for (o exorcise of public rights’, during which you can exercse your statudory right to inspect
the accourting records. Smaller authorities must el the public, neluding advertising this on their
wabsita, that the accouniing records and refated documents are available to inspect By amangement
you will then have 30 working days 1o inspect and make coples of the accounting recards. You may
have 10 pay a copying charge. Tha 30 working day penod must include o comman pariod of inspection
durirg which all emaller autharitios' accounting records are avadlable to inspect This will bo 1-14 July
2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advortsement mus! set out the dates of the period for the exercise af
publiz nghts, how you can communicate to the smaller autharity that you wish 1o inspect the accounting
records and reated documents, the name and address of the audior, and the relevant legisiaton hat
gavemns the Inspection of accounts and chjections

The right to ask the auditor quostions about tha accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold 2l the
details. F you are a local elector, your righl to ask questions of the axtarnal suditor is enshrined in law,
Hawaver, while the auditor will answer your guestaons where possible, they are not always cbiged to
do 50 For example, the gueston migh! be better answered by ancther organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditar's remit, of involve disproportionate cost (which ls bome by the loeal
tawpayer) Give your smaller authority e opportunity first ino explain anything in tha accounting records
that you are ursure about if you are not satisfiad with thesr explanation, you man guestion the extemal
audior ghout the accountng records

The law imits the time avedablo for you formally 1o ask questions. Thes must ba done in tha period for
the sxercizo of publc rights, 50 kel the exiernal audilor kndw yOouUr concom &5 5000 a5 possbis Tha




advertsement or nobce that (2lls you the accounting records are available o inspect will also gve tha
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
maans farmally asking questions undor the Azl You can ask aomeans (0 represent you when asking
e exlemal ouddor Quosions

Before you ask the external auditor any quastons, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, afier the
and of the pariod for the exercise of public fights. You may ask your smaller guthorily other questions
abewut Sheir accounts for any year, ot any time. But these are net questions under the Act

You can ask the exiernal suditor questions about an gem in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited However, your ight 1o ask the axternal auddor guestions @5 mged. The exdernal
duditor can only answer ‘what' questions, not ‘why' questons. The extemnal auditor cannol answar
guistions about paiicies, finances, procedures or anything else uniess it is drectly relevant to an itom
i the sccourting records. Remaembar that your guestions must always boe about facts, not opinions. To
avold misundarstanding, we recommend that you always put your quaestions n writing

The right to make objections at audit

You have nspacied the accsunting records and asked your questions of the smaller sutharity. Now you
may wish (0 object 1o the accounts on the basis that an #em in them is in your view unlawful or there
are maiters of wider concem ansing rom the smaller authonty's fimances. A local government elector
can ask the extemal audtor 1o apply 1o the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or 10 Bssue a report on matiers which are in the public Nterest You must tedl the sxtemal
audior which specific item n the accounts you object to and why you think the fom = unlawiul, or why
you think that a public inferest report should be made about it You must provide the external auditor
with tha evidence you have o support your objection Dsagreeng with income or spending does nol
make & unlawful To object 1o the accounts you must write (o the extemal suditer statng you want to
make an objection, Including the mformation and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller autharity. The notce must inclisda;

confirmation that you are an efector in the smalker authority’s area;

why you are objecting 1o the accounts and the facts an which you rely;

oetails of any ilém o the ocoourts that you think & unlawiul, and

detnils of any matier about which you think the extornal auditor should moke o public interest

raport
Other than i must be in writing, there is no set format for ebiecting. You can only ask the external suditar
lo ect within the powers available undaer the Local Audt pred Acoooreateiinty Act 7014
A final word

¥You may not usa this ‘right to object’ o make = persomal complaint or claim npars: your smaller
authonty. You should take ssch compizints to your local Citrens” Advice Bureau, local Law Cerére or
to your solicilor. Smaller sutharities. and 50 local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questons
and objections. In decaging whelher to toko your objection forward, one of a serias of factors the audior
mMust take inlo sccount |5 the cast that will be Fvolved, they will only continue with the cblection & it is
i the public Interest 1o do so. They may also dacide nol to consider an objection if they Tink that i is
frivolous or vexatious, of f it repeats an objection already considerad. If you appeal to the courts against
an guditor's decison not to apply {o the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have 1o pay for tha achen yoursel

For more detailed guidance on public rights and i you wish to contact your muthorty's appointad

ha il i g tintg as of tha n:dm:.nluud’rbnrpiua:aﬂah:meaqd'mln

pubbcation |oca! guthorty .~--.-.-..,,---,' 5 quide 1o | ParagEph 4 of the Notce of Public Righ's and

your rhts are available frem the NAD websie Publcaton of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Retum.




Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
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During he financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authodity's informal swcitor scfing indopendantly and on tha
basiz of an assessment of sk, carried oid 3 selective assessment of complance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and nhtained appropriate avidence from the authaority,

The Infernal awdlf for 202526 has been carried oul in sccordance with this authority's needs and plannod

On the bazis of the Bndings in the areas examined, the inlemal audid conclusions are summanised in this tabla, Sef
out below e the obgectives of niemal control and ajongside are the rlemal audd conclusions on whether, in all
sianificant respacts, the control objectives wera being achleved througholl the inancal year o a standard adegusts
1o meel the needs of this authonty,

intermal control ohisciive

A Apqmpnate sConuneng IeCONCs Rave heen proparly kegt thimugno.s the fnanoal year,

B This miewily comsded with its fronsial resdafinne, payrrents wefe somoried by remio= al
pendie was apprived and VAT was anoroonatedy accounted for.

-E_'I'FI-;MIIHIHmI I.I;I'I'-'mrlll:l hlmnmjmmmmmm
of arrangomionts to manage these.

0. The precegpl or rales requirsmend resulbed trom an sdeguats budgetary process; progress agaline
tha budget was reqularky mondéomd, and reseryen wome APPIopnEs.

E Bxpecisd incoma was fully recesved, based on comed orices, property recorded and promgily
hanked: anrl VAT w23 apfrmprialsly ncomanied Tor,

F. Cash payments were property supported by receipts. al cash erponditure was approved end
VAT mpperairialely Scrounisd lor,

G. Salprics o employees snd sliceances to mermbars wene paid in socontance wih Bue BUTESy's
approvals and PAYE and NI requirsmanis wers propesdy sppled,

H. Azset and imveFiments rogisiens werg compiets and aooTatn lrrdnj:.'_-lnp'rr;n}ntd_
L Periodic bank acoount retohcliatons were propai fy eartied out during the yoor,

4, Accourdng slalerments propaned during e year woie prepared on e mmuw [P —
BN paniments of incoime and expendilufel dgreed bo the cash boos, supporicd by an adegueia Bt
irad from underying recerds and where approcrials debisrs and orecitors were proparty recorded.

K. i the oushority corshed iisolf a5 exampt from & limited sszuranee redsy In 2024325, 1| med the
exemplion ofitefla and coffecly declarod sail exempl. ([ e suthordy hnd B brfed posrsncs
I'IIHI'I' of 83 202875 AQAR Bok nof n'lnl-'\rq"l

L The lwrrpuhldﬂdmumdlnhrmﬂhnmlnmlmmbuql up o cate at the e of the
Mnﬂlnmmmhwam

N 1ry B year covered by B AGARL lhuzﬂuiycnrrmijpmdm for a pemod for tha everosa of
public rights as recusted by e Accounts and Audd Regulgfiong [durng the X0506 AGAR perocd,
wnre pudlic gt n retalion fo Pae 202475 AGAN evwfenced try a rfwen o e wembaitfe aevd
ATy anpitvrd Sl ConSrhig e dfes L,

M. Thlwrjhllmn-"lwmﬂm reuuewmenls for 200425 AGAR
[nme AGGAR Pape 1 Ougance Malea),

0, The authcrity has compiod wilh lws, reguiatons & rogar praclices relaiing 1o digital prd 2otn
compiisnce.

P. (For local councils anly) =
Trust funs (incheterg charitable| - The councl mat its responsdxito a3 A tuttes. 1___

For mny ot nal arms olerd®ed Ly s mmpnmhmdﬁwwmmmmmnmﬂ;

| S Sy ] o | e Jﬁ-..,qm-'l..___ "-1.."-1"‘--..""-""'-1

Ciafe{a)] intzrmal gk vederiaken Name of parnon win carred ool the inl=msd audil

osfoa [2026 Toqn W NaR@, S
wmm“iﬁmm: S b s G‘Efﬁ-{- f'lﬂ'lﬁ
i the resporse is ‘oo’ please stxi= and arsen being ke to sddress any weekneys in coen identfies (add
EEDAFELE Ehaats I i),

“Hote: [ e response = ot Evered] piagtn slate sfem el recend imerad @t wers s dote @ B ared e when 1 s next planed) o,
Forarags i rul feured. Te anmid irfenal sl sepon sl exolan wiy Fo (a0 eniarete liets 1 rssded)
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Section 1 = Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of;

(Jesv FENIAED e cauraL

our responsihility lor ensuring thal there is a sound system of Intemal contral, including arrangemants for
the preparation of the Accounting Sinlements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bajief, with
respect o the Accounting Statemants for the year ended 31 March 2026, that

1. We have pul In place srergemenss lor eflecihe nancial prBpeeed £ scrronlng slsementy n BCCoeTianse
MEAnAZETST CLRING T padd, Bl bof B preiasrslon of mhmﬂmﬂm“

e somwrting slatemets, h/

2 W martsred @n adepoin sysies of mamal coesl matle proper armanp=ments and amepied responmtihe
rdding rredsutvl despred W preverd and deted faud for sateouaetAng M Dol foney end esouses i
ard cormupton A nrersed iy EPect vareing ‘f ﬂ'.:h-:q-

1 Wie hane mesured purmeioes thisd Thare Sem N maters luds oy cone wha! £ RS ne I6sy peawer i oo e as
uf artied of potandal ren-Cormiplarce with losw, EovTes s Fmpes Fracioen i dong o

ragulaiors ond Proper Pracices tha coudd have &
wgnifice fnancsl efest on ha /580y of his 1
PunOrey o kil 3 buaniesa o manage 1l !
Frianues.

_feanc Vv
N

i, Wimmwmmmlhrh
he enerons of lecieey’ rghin in sceerdannn wish P
sty ol B Arss s &l Aol Flecdalans

during 8 yoar gave & sarcns iderwated B cogartundy &
inapecl s aak guessans ahond Pt AEAGIT Bocnimia

L. ‘We camed not an essssnrsent ol B g lecing B conmdsed and o rewifod e Sl s nder gk §
autherty srd Iooh eporoorials siecs o manage Bose Iecey By SadiT wih Der oropeds
feks, ndediing he méroduction of réomal contois sndior
el FRIrANCE DN WD DL w

£ Wa Pisittaned (heougtout B ywer o adanuate s artanped S & competent ey euesendend of B B
aflectve syuiam of wreenal wmidl of B sooounling cordruly s prucecuess ) e b ARECHE Ve OF) e
PENNE AT P— i infeeTen’ cortnls mest M neocs of Bis aisber sy

T. W ook acgrogrlals acfon on all maften rised > reghonded in mattery Soogly fofy afenfion By rdemal sod
i 100t SO intermial ard et modl 1/" TETa gl

L\Wmﬂ:ﬁ:lﬂlﬂﬁnﬁmﬂun I close rerrjdfomg @ shoudd fuve aboal T3 Dusneds sl
CommETars, enis o Tangacion, ooty eler dunng Fe o inofiieg woanfs beleryg plave 5% tha year
dunng o e T peatarnd, have 5 fnandal iepec on and F pigeend
This Uity Bnd, whers BpDmpns. s iNCluses Mam
in the sccmumiing Exivessris.

& {For lecsl eacneli eafy] Trust fonds includirg taam mel 2 of B recporebdfies whae, &t 4 Doy
charfzable. In our xadty as the sols managing oD, £ & 2 B0l marsen Finder of r ioca’
trusier wr dizcharges oar accoontabdity sl o frsts.
mesponsdisities for the Pfumid|a)lanscts, indhuding
financial reporting snd, if required. indapandsng ."/

ERAMEnESSE OF Bui
—

T We ave Dl in plaoe srrargemieres for thie eS| fa el suitable srangements e iy 1T & data
and daly sangnement i acomance win proses ramspm— may RED CTDAET e ErOped sreaSima
pracices cunng The yesr Under Feveee. cong =

"Please provide explanations o the external auditor on a separate sheet for cach No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheets mual be published with the Annual
Governance Staternent.

Thiz Annual Gevernancs Sialemen! was approved ata Signed by the Chair and Cierk of the masting whars
mashing of e sttty on; approval was given

2ok Aot Laof
~ 10 L 5 & =l
u,sfﬂl-p@—vad Oy I
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

D — s gl == ' Fald

1. Balancas broughl
farward

2. (+) Precegt or Fates snd
Levies

| 2D | (oD Box 7 of prwvlous yeor

= Goonaae_J

Ul s

Total balances and resenves of iw beagmning o the yoar i
s hcwrded i (e Gaascal reconds. Vilve musi opnee

Todal amount of precess (of for IDEs rales and kaes)
recsived oF recaivadde in the year Exclude amy grants

received .

Taral incorme oF ekt e fecdrdhed I e cashdook lpes
Ut procepl o ralaeisees receivesd (e 7). Inckurde amy
prands recedmd,

Total pypenciiurg of payroents made toand on bahalf
of aJ pmpenysas Inckeds Qrogs salsries srl wsges,
empioyers M comnbutions, Empéryers peneasn
rnbiton prafutes and faveance paymenis

Tedal arpanditune or payrmenta of capidal and mdereal
made during Ihe year on the sultanty's borrowings [If amd,

@, @,
£ [-) AN ooher paymenis Tolsl mrpenflore or arpments as recorded 0 $e o
ook fees 22T costs (Bne 4] and ioan infereetcapiial
TS -G B, SESGpaymerss fine 5.
7. (=) Balancos carried Tital halencas ang resorves al B end of the yoar
frarwan? murst egusl [ {20 T) - [4=hei),

£STLR

B Tolal valse of cash amd
shor! torm Fvestmards

2. Talal flaed siarts pls

121 6, STLRE

Thg sum of @l currend and' degosl bank accourds, cash
mrf ahon fertn ivenalmenes Pald anaf 37 Marh =
Ta agrea with hank reconcillation |

fhm:d:!ﬂmmﬂmlmﬂnWﬂuwlum.

O

long 1mm imvestments up af &l B Svad assels and fong leern Invessmenis ag af
-__.I'I:llm ﬂ (j 31 March
18, Tolal Eormeaings MMHEWHMHHHIJTMHnHm!

fruen Hhird partind (including PWLE]

i

11T Do e figues n e
scociinting  stalamenin  nbove
rachpln Ry rusl IFanactions?

v

For pudiance mefer [o v Praciloners’ Gisde secfians 237 1 233

I cerdily thad for the year snded 31 Alarch S025 the Ancorting
Statermenis o this Anmus! Govenance and Accountnbisy
Retum have boan prepared on ether a receipts and paymenls
of INcoma and expendtss basks Iadowing the guidance in
Cavamance and Acorsrtabilly for Smaller Authoritios = &
Praclilloness” Gulde lo Propar Pracscss and presant falmy
tha financial position of Bz authory:

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented Lo the authonly for approval.,

kb ee
gna.m.a&

Annunl Gevenance snd Accountabilly Refurn 2025728 Form 3

| corfirm that these Ancreriing Sislseren by wers
apmrovod by this sutharty on this dale:

12 04 26

as reeorded in minuts peferernee

- 1077

| Gigned by Chadr of the mesbng whern tha Accouding

|l Gead

Paga 5ol 6

Local Councils, internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorilies®




Bank reconciliation — pro forma

Thiz reconciliation should include all bank and building society sccounts, incduding short term investrment seeounts. |
ini the column headed "Vear ending 31 March 20267 in Sectlon 2 of the AGAR = and will also agres to Box 7 where th
prépared on a recelpis and payments basis Please complate the highlighted boxes, remembering thal unpresonbed
entered as negative figures,

Mame of smaler outhonby: rﬁfﬂnt Pennard Pansh Councl |

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): {Mendip. |
Financial year ending 31 March 2025

Prepared by (Name and Role): [1 House Cierk |
Date: 31.03.26

Balanco por bank statements as at 3173/2026;

aceount 1 6587 8
scocount 2
accour 3
BoCount 4

[add more accounts if necessary]  sccount &
account &
accoumnt ¥
oot B

6.o67.8
Petty cash float (if applicabie)

Less: any unpresenied chegues as al 31/A2028 (enter these as negative numbars)
e 1
item 2
e 3
i=m 4
|add more lines # necessarny] item 5
it 6
lem ¥
fem B

Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/2026

Net balances as at 31/3/2025 (Box 8) B 567 B




Reconciliabon between Box T and Box 8 in Section 2 - pro forma

[apphes to Accounting Statements preparcd on an income and expenditure Basls goky)

Fiesas eomplete the hiphigited hoaes
Kame of smaber authorty: [ Wit Pennard Pansh Cowncil
Conmly area (local councas and pansh mestings only): [Mendip |

Thers shoiid only be a diference between Bow 7 and Bax B where the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the AGAR) have been
preparsd on a0 income and expendiure basis and there have besn adpabments for deblors'prepayments and crediforsimecoipts
Edvancs ol the yeor ond. Ploase provice detals of the year end sdjuslmersa ahowing Bow the net diffemece betwoen tham 5 egual
to i difference between Boxes 7 and 8,

Bax T: Balances carried forwarnd : I,.:-'.Fim
Deosuct  Dobiors (enter thesn as negative numbers)
; 000
3
Deduct: Paymenis made n sdvance
mmh{mrmnnﬂﬁr:mmbuﬂ
2 .
Total deductions T ——
AST

Crediboen (sl nol inchade anmmemandy nlmalretoee .‘-nrr (CaLy rl-:.plrlni
1}
2

Rscaapta il ETSAncs (M A naluds satemad mflnl.ﬂl. l'.l:..luld]
2
Total additions T w
Box 8: Total cash and shoft term invesiments (X1




